IS    POLAND    LOST ?

'The old friend of Poland, France, and her
new ally, Great Britain, knew that by helping
Poland they were defending liberty, and they
knew that no cause could be more popular
among the nations of the world than that of
freedom, which Poland symbolizes in the struggle
against Nazi invasion. Poland is one of a limited
number of the great historic nations of Europe,
and it would not be true to itself if it acted
differently* History has proved that a nation
like Poland can neither be destroyed nor
permanently oppressed/

Are not some parts of this speech out of date
to-day, when Poland has been defeated? No. It is
still true that 'reserves are called in, the troops are
occupying new positions', and the fighting goes on\
Nazi Germany will soon discover the hard, im-
placable truth of this sentence, though the
'reserves' may not be in barracks, the 'troops*
not in uniform and the 'fighting* not under
conditions of overwhelming superiority for
Hitlerism.

The Soviet action against Poland, in view of the
peculiar political morality of dictator countries,
ought to have surprised the world less than it has
done* Partly, it was a repetition of the Soviet's
earlier attempt, in 1920, to grab a large slice of
Poland. Then it was dealing with Poland single-
handed and was beaten back; this time Poland
was already at grips with a mighty enemy and
could oppose no effective resistance to the Red
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